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Sir: 
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ANNUAL REPORT OF THE MINES BRANCH FOR THE YEAR 
ENDING DECEMBER 31st, 1937. 

(ANDREW A. MILLAR, Chief Inspector.) 

The output of coal produced from mines in the Province during the year 
was 5,551,682 tons, with a valuation of $14,434,969.75, being a decrease of 
144,693 tons from the output of 1936. 

In addition to the above tonnage, there were 1,883 tons produced by 
farmers under permit, for their own use, which tonnage has not been in¬ 
cluded in the total output. There has also been a considerable tonnage 
produced by farmers without either permit or lease; of this tonnage we 
have no record. 

The disposition of coal during the year was as follows: 1,326,054 tons 
sold for consumption in the Province of Alberta; 1,855,392 tons sold for 
consumption in other Provinces of Canada; 41,328 tons sold for consump¬ 
tion in the United States; 2,028,389 tons to railroad companies for loco¬ 
motive use; 25,402 tons used making briquettes; 99,537 tons used making 
coke; 145,967 tons used under colliery boilers; 6,022 tons used by colliery 
railroads; 48,501 tons put to stock; 35,797 tons put to waste. The above 
tonnages include coal lifted from stock and waste heaps, which is not in¬ 
cluded in the total output. 

The coal produced by farmers under permits is not included in the total 
output, neither are the particulars as to men and shifts producing such 
coal included in any tables,—this information being given in a separate 
table, this being done in order that there should be no confusion of the 
regular statistics. 

There were 303 mines in operation during the year, of which 27 were 
opened, 16 re-opened, and 37 abandoned. In addition to the mines aban¬ 
doned there were 10 mines temporarily closed, leaving 275 mines in oper¬ 
ation as at December 31st, 1937. 

There were 484 persons examined during the year for certificates of 
competency as coal miners, of whom 425 were successful, making a total 
of 14,735 certificates issued to coal miners as at December 31st, 1937. 

During the year the following changes took place in the staff of the 
Mines Branch: Mr. A. B. Hunter was moved from Drumheller to Camrose, 
replacing Mr. B. Nugent, who left the service, and Mr. J. Crawford was 
appointed to fill the vacancy, being stationed at Drumheller. Mr. J. B. 
deHart resigned and Mr. W. E. G. Hall was transferred from Blairmore 
to Lethbridge, Mr. D. B. Young being appointed to fill the vacancy, with 
headquarters at Blairmore. 

In addition to the above changes the mines in the Pincher area were 
transferred from Mr. W. G. Heeley, Calgary, to Mr. D. B. Young at Blair¬ 
more, and the mines in the Carbon area were transferred from Mr. A. B. 
Hunter, Camrose, to Mr. W. G. Heeley, New Court House Building, Calgary. 

Samples of mine air were taken at several mines during the year by the 
Inspectors, the samples being forwarded to the Chemistry Branch of the 
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Department of Mines, Ottawa, for analysis, this being done in addition to 
testing air with the Burrell & McLuckie gas detectors, also the M-S-A 
Model W-8 Methane Detector was used in several mines for checking up 
on low percentages of methane in the mine atmosphere. In addition to 
using the above detectors, some of the mines are using the Ringrose Auto¬ 
matic Fire Damp Alarm. 

Samples of rock-dust, used for rock dusting the roadways in the bitumi¬ 
nous mines, have been collected at intervals and forwarded to the Provincial 
Analyst to be tested for silica content. 

Samples of coal have been collected and forwarded to the Industrial 
Research Department, University of Alberta, for analysis. 

All fatal and serious accidents have been investigated by the Inspectors, 
who also attended the inquests in their areas, this being in addition to the 
regular inspection of mines. 

The total number of fatal accidents were 20, as compared with 11 in 
1936. 

There were 26 prosecutions instituted under The Coal-mines Regulation 
Act, of which 1 was an operator, 3 officials, 14 miners, 1 driver, 3 machine 
runners, and 4 farmers, the latter four cases were withdrawn. 

There were 25,483,749 K.W.Hrs. of purchased electrical power used by the 
mines in the Province during the year, the distribution of purchased power 
used by mines in the various areas being as follows: Big Valley, 10,480 
K.W.Hrs. being purchased from the Union Power Company, Limited, of 
Drumheller, who also supplied 174,110 K.W. Hrs. to mines in Carbon and 
4,470,508 K. W. Hrs. to mines in the Drumheller Area. Calgary Power 
Company, Limited, supplied electrical power to mines in areas as follows: 
Camrose, 6,970 K.W. Hrs., Gleichen, 1,106 K.W. Hrs., Lethbridge, 2,051,457 
K.W. Hrs., Taber, 8,000 K.W. Hrs., and, Edmonton, 514,760 K.W. Hrs. The 
City of Edmonton also supplied 947,093 K.W. Hrs. to mines in the Edmon¬ 
ton Area. The East Kootenay Power Company, Limited, supplied 17,190,965 
K.W. Hrs. of electrical power to mines in the Crowsnest Area. The City of 
Medicine Hat supplied 54,000 K.W. Hrs. to mines in the Redcliffi Area. Two 
mines in thei Coalspur Area exchanged 54,300 K.W. Hrs. of electrical 
power, this being in addition to the power used and generated at each 


There were 9,356 men employed in mines during the month of Decem¬ 
ber, being a decrease of 600 men from the corresponding month in 1936. 

On April 4th, fire destroyed the entire surface plant and tipple at the 
Atlas Mine operated by the Regal Coal Company, Limited, at East Coulee. 
Same have since been rebuilt. 

On August 3rd, fire destroyed the tipple at the Premier Mine operated 
by the Edina Coal Company, Limited, in Edmonton. 

On November 2nd, fire destroyed the engine house and the wash house at 
the mine operated by the Kleenbirn Collieries, Limited, at Kleenbirn. 

On November 2nd, fire broke out in the underground stable at the mine 
operated by the Hy-Grade Coal Company, Limited, at Drumheller, which 
destroyed 32 ponies. 
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On November 6th, fire was discovered at the face of No. 21 Room, 
No. 1 East Level, in the mine operated by the McLeod River Hard Coal 
Company, Limited, at Mercoal, the location being in the old workings near 
the outcrop. This was isolated from the rest of the workings by means 
of stoppings. 

On December 30th, fire destroyed the wash house of the A. B. C. Mine, 
operated by the Alberta Block Coal Company, Limited, at Drumheller. 

There have been some changes in operations during the year. The Pre¬ 
mier Mine, operated by the Edina Coal Company, Limited, at Edmonton, 
was abandoned. 

The Western Gem Mine, operated by the Western Gem and Jewel Col¬ 
lieries, Limited, at Drumheller, was also abandoned. 

The Kent and the Banner Mines in the Edmonton area have both in¬ 
stalled longwall system of mining using face conveyors; the Banner Mine 
is now operating in the lower seam. This system of working has also 
been adopted by the Cambrian Mine, operated by the Western Gem and 
Jewel Collieries, Limited, near Wayne. 

A new tipple was erected at the Ellerslie Collieries, near Edmonton, 
with capacity from 150 to 200 tons a day. 

A new slope was sunk and a new tipple erected at the Samis Collieries 
near Namao in the Edmonton area. 

Ignitions of gas occurred in the Edmonton area with open lights and 
one from sparking of electrical apparatus. As the result of the latter 
one man was killed and three seriously injured. Three additional mines 
have installed electric cap lamps. 

A Vissac wet-washer was installed and put into operation at the mine 
operated by the Brazeau Collieries, Limited, at Nordegg. 

The Calgary Power Company, Limited, has constructed a transmission 
line to supply power to the mines in the Nordegg and Saunders areas. 

A 250- H.P. Motor replacing one of 125 H.P., doubling the hoisting speed 
in the shaft, was installed at the Standard Mine operated by the Lethbridge 
Collieries Limited at Shaughnessy. 

Spiral cleaners for the preparation of stoker coal have been installed 
at both the Standard and the Galt Mines, operated by the Lethbridge 
Collieries, Limited. 

The Mohawk Bituminous Mines, Limited, Bellevue, have installed a new 
hoist on the surface, which is used for lowering coal from the workings 
to the tipple level. It is equipped with a 350 H.P., 2,300f Volt motor with 
power brakes and power clutch. Thei ropes used are 114" in diameter and 
7,000 feet in length. 

At the Bellevue Mine, operated by the West Canadian Collieries, Lim¬ 
ited, two new Y air cleaning tables and two Vissac jigs were installed. 
The air cleaning tables handle the smaller sizes (0 to %-inch) and the 
Vissac jigs handle from % to 3-inch coal. 
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At the Greenhill Mine, operated by the West Canadian Collieries, Lim¬ 
ited, 3,000 feet of steel supports were completed. 

„ Considerable rock work has been done at the mine operated by the In¬ 
ternational Coal and Coke Company, Limited, at Coleman. The crosspitch 
slope from “C” level has been completed through to the surface and con¬ 
nected to “A”, “B”, and “C” levels. The old hoist has been moved to the 
new site and is housed in a brick building 42 by 36 feet. The rock tunnel 
in “A” level has been driven a distance of 2,100 feet. A new pump house 
was completed in “D” level north. It is 14 by 32 feet, built of concrete 
with steel supports housing two 5-stage centrifugal pumps. 

Cadomin Coal Company, Limited, at Cadomin, has constructed a new 
fireproof building of structural steel with brick and concrete, used as 
wash house and lamp house, the floors in the wash house and lamp house 
are of concrete. A general office of semi-fireproof construction has also 
been erected. An Aerodyne fan has been installed at the Shaft Mine with 
Trane radiators for pre-heating of mine air in cold weather. A double 
cylinder 26 by 60-inch hoist engine has been installed at the shaft, and a 
steel head frame has been constructed and is ready to be moved forward 
over the hoisting shaft. A 750 K.W. Curtis turbine generator has been 
installed in the power house, and new H-frame steel towers carrying 2,300- 
volt power line from the main power house to the shafts have been erected. 

At the mine operated by the Luscar Coals, Limited, at Luscar, the rock 
slope has been extended to a further distance of 1,200 feet. 

At the mine operated by the Mountain Park Coals, Limited, at Moun¬ 
tain Park, the rock tunnel from the Michelin to the Kennedy seam has 
been completed. They installed a 150 H.P. Motor for the purpose 
of providing power for charging batteries for storage battery locomotives. 

At the mine operated by the Hinton Collieries, Limited, at Hinton, 
electric cap lamps were installed. An electrically operated coal cutter of 
the shortwall type was also installed with the necessary transformers and 
transmission cables. Two conveyors operated by compressed air and an 
air compressor also were installed. 

In the Toronto office, Mr. E. S. Clarry continued the efforts to extend 
the sales of Alberta coals in the Ontario market. 
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ANNUAL PRODUCTION 

OF COAL FROM MINES IN THE 


PROVINCE OF ALBERTA. 


The following Table is taken 

from a Report prepared by the Dominion 

Bureau of Statistics and published in “Coal Statistics for 

Canada” for the 

year 

1936. 




Calendar Year 

) Short Tons 

j Value 

1886 


43,220 

$ 81,112 

1887 


74,152 

157,577 

1888 


115,124 

183,354 

1889 


97,364 

179,640 

1890 


. 128,753 

198,298 

1891 


174,131 

437,243 

1892 


178,970 

460,605 

1893 


230,070 

586,260 

1894 


. 184,940 

473,827 

1895 


. 169,885 

382,526 

1896 


209,162 

581,832 

1897 


. 242,163 

630,408 

1898 


315,088 

787,720 

1899 


309,600 

774,000 

1900 


. j 311,450 

778,625 

1901 


. i 340,275 

850,687 

1902 


. 402,819 

960,601 

1903 


495,893 

1,117,541 

1904 


. 661,732 

1,404,524 

1905 


. 931,917 

1,993,915 

1906 


1,246,360 

2,614,762 

1907 


. 1,591,579 

3,836,286 

1908 


. 1,685,661 

4,127,311 

1909 


. i 1,994,741 

4,838,109 

1910 


.| 2,894,469 

7,065,736 

1911 


1,511,036 

3,979,264 

1912 


. 3,240,577 

8,113,525 

1913 


4,014,755 

10,418,941 

1914 


3,683,015 

9,350,392 

1915 


3,360,818 

8,283,079 

1916 


4,559,054 

11,386,577 

1917 


4,736,368 

14,153,685 

1918 


5,972,816 

20,537,287 

1919 


4,933,660 

18,205,205 

1920 


. 6,907,765 

30,186,933 

1921 


5,909,217 

27,246,514 

1922 


5,990,911 

24,351,913 

1923 


6,854,397 

28,018,303 

1924 


5,189,729 

18,884,318 

1925 


5,869,031 

20,021,484 

1926 


| 6,503,705 

20,886,103 

1927 


6,934,162 

21,982,058 

1928 


7,336,330 

23,532,414 

1929 


. 7,150,693 

22,928,182 

1930 


5,755,528 

18,063,225 

1931 


4,564,015 

13,342,675 

1932 


. 4,870,648 

13,526,309 

1933 


. 4,718,788 

12,307,258 

1934 


4,753,810 

12,556,099 

1935 


5,462,894 

14,094,795 

1936 


. 5,696,960 

14,659,705 

_ 

Total. 

. | 151,510,200 

! $476,518,742 

NOTE.—Production quantities 

and values prior to 1919 refer to sales 

and c 

olliery consumption. From 

1919 to 1936 the mine ou 

tput figures are 

given 
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The following Table shows the quantity of coke imported into Canada 
during the years 1936, 1936, and 1937, through ports in the Provinces, com¬ 
piled from information received from the Dominion Bureau of Statistics. 



Imports of COKE into Canada, by Countries, 1936, 1936, and 1937. 


United States 
Great Britain 

Germany _ 

Belgium _ 

Poland _ 


579,893 

9,854 

22,549 


These figures show the total imports and not the tonnages entered for 
consumption. 
































ntity of COAL in tons entered for consumption for each year since 1919, through po 
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Imports of COAL into Ontario, Manitoba, Saskatchewan, Alberta, British Columbia, Yukon, and Canada, by months during 1937 
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MINERAL PRODUCTION OF ALBERTA, 1936 AND 1937. 


Prepared in the Mining, Metallurgical, and Chemical Branch, Ottawa, 
_ Canada. _ 



1936 

1937* 


Quantity 

Value 

Quantity 

Value 

Goldi" (fine ounces). 

109 

$ 2,253 

46 

$ 951 

Exchange Equalization! . 


1,565 


658 

Silver (fine ounces) 

.9 

4 

4 

2 

Coal (short tons) 

5,696,960 

14,659,705 

5,551,456 

14,541,637 

Natural Gas (M cubic feet) 

17,407,820 

4,376,720 

17,425,000 

4,517,666 

Petroleum (barrels) . 

Bituminous Sands 

1,312,368 

3,019,930 

2,783,824 

4,933,078 

(short tons) ... 


. 

35 

142 

Cement (barrels) . 

243,534 

482,197 

267,106 

531,541 

Lime (short tons) 

Sand and Gravel 

9,129 

78,259 

10,651 

93,478 

(short tons) 

639,907 

324,189 

1,040,822 

336,698 

Stone (short tons). 

13,916 

29,388 

13,222 

28,135 

Clay Products 


315,777 


344,654 

Total. 

1 

! 

. $23,289,987 

1 


$25,328,640 


*Subject to revision. 

fGold valued at the standard rate of $20.671834 per cunce. 
jDifference between the standard rate and the average value of gold 
during the year. 

Particulars with reference to the coal-mining industry in the Province 
of Alberta during the year ending December 31st, 1937 


SUMMARY OF STATISTICS. 

Tonnage stripped by farmers under domestic permits. 1,883 

Number of short tons of coal produced . 5,551,682 

Number of short tons of briquettes produced. 27,044 

Number of short tons of coke produced. 65,967 

Number of short tons of shale produced .. 27,144 

Number of coal-mines in operation during the year 303 

Number of shale pits in operation during the year 4 

Number of mines opened during the year. 27 

Number of mines re-opened during the year. 16 

Number of mines closed during the year. 10 

Number of mines abandoned during the year 37 

Number of mines in operation at December 31st, 1937 . 275 


128 mines or 42.25% of the total operating produced .93% of the output. 

85 mines or 28.05% of the total operating produced 3.26% of the output. 

18 mines or 5.94% of the total operating produced 2.31% of the output. 

39 mines or 12.87% of the total operating produced 17.74% of the output. 

17 mines or 5.61% of the total operating produced 20.17% of the output. 

7 mines or 2.31% of the total operating produced 16.03% of the output. 

3 mines or .99% of the total operating produced 9.44% of the output. 

4 mines or 1.32% of the total operating produced 17.33% of the output. 

2 mines or .66% of the total operating produced 12.79% of the output. 


Average number of persons employed below ground. 5,805 

Average number of persons employed above ground. 2,031 

Number of separate accidents causing loss of life 20 

Number of deaths caused by accidents above ground 3 

Number of deaths caused by accidents below ground. 17 

Number of serious accidents above ground 6 

Number of serious accidents below ground. 66 

Number of slight accidents above ground 13 
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Number of slight accidents below ground. 60 

Total purchased electrical power (kilowatt hours). 25,483,749 

Number of prosecutions instituted. 26 

Number of Provisional Certificates (overman) issued in 1937. 159 

Number of Certificates of Competency as Coal-miners issued in 

1937 . . 425 

Number of Third Class Certificates issued in 1937. 38 

Number of Second Class Certificates issued in 1937. 7 

Number of First Class Certificates issued in 1937. 4 

Number of Mine Surveyors’ Certificates issued in 1937. 3 

Total number of Third Class Certificates issued to December 


31st, 1937 . 1,375 

Total number of Second Class Certificates issued to December 

31st, 1937 . 463 

Total number of First Class Certificates issued to December 

31st, 1937 . 245 

Total number of Mine Surveyors’ Certificates issued to December 

31st, 1937 . 192 

Total number of Interchange First Class Certificates issued to 
December 31st, 1937 . 5 

Total number of Certificates of Competency as Coal-miners is¬ 
sued to December 31st, 1937. 14,735 


In the following Tables the short ton of 2,000 pounds is used in all cases. 



Output In Tons 
for N.W.T. 



(Alberta and 

for Alberta 

1901 . 

Saskatchewan) 

346,649 


1902 . 

510,674 


1903 . 

. 622,939 


1904 

782,931 


1905 

811,228 

1906 


1,385,000 

1907 


1,834,745 

1908 


1,845,000 

1909 


2,174,329 

1910 


3,036,757 

1911 


1,694,564 

1912 


3,446,349 

1913 


4,306,346 

1914 


3,821,739 

1915 


3,434,891 

1916 


4,638,604 

1917 


4,863,414 

1918 


6,148,620 

1919 


5,022,412 

1920 . 


6,908,923 

1921 


5,937,195 

1922 


5,976,432 

1923 


6,866,923 

1924 


5,203,713 

1925 


5,883,394 

1926 


6,508,908 

1927 


6,936,780 

1928 


7,334,179 

1929 


7,147,250 

1930 


5,755,911 

1931 


4,564,290 

1932 


4,870,030 

1933 


4,714,784 

1934 


4,748,848 

1935 


5,462,973 

1936 


5,696,375 

1937 . 


5,551,682 
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PARTICULARS OF WORK DONE IN SHALE MINES IN THE 
PROVINCE DURING 1937. 


Output of shale (in tons) used for making bricks. 27,144 

Number of shifts worked... 11,737 

Average number of men employed. 72 

Explosives used (pounds) 40% dynamite 3,445 

Number of shots fired, using fuse. 2,012 

Total number of bricks made 9,946,794 

Total number of bricks put to stock. 769,686 

Total number of bricks lifted from stock. 151,000 

Bricks sold for use in—■ 

Alberta 4,000,965 

British Columbia 2,071,630 

Saskatchewan 2,387,808 

Manitoba . 627,100 

Ontario 317,500 


Total 9,405,003 

Hollow tile made (tons) 252 

Hollow tile put to stock (tons). 102 

Hollow tile sold for use in— 

Alberta (tons) . 41 

British Columbia (tons) . 33 

Saskatchewan (tons) . 76 


Total . 150 


PARTICULARS OF WORK DONE BY FARMERS STRIPPING COAL 
UNDER DOMESTIC PERMIT. 


Tonnage . 1,883 

Number of days worked during the year. 74 

Number of men employed during the year 126 

Total number of shifts worked. 916 

Total number of permits issued. 37 


The above coal was stripped for domestic use only and not for sale. 



CLASSIFICATION OF OUTPUT DURING THE YEARS 1901 TO 1 
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Total output of COAL, COKE, and BRIQUETTES disposed, of during 1937. 
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Coal produced by years from 1933 to 1937 inclusive: 

DOMESTIC COAL FIELD. 



SUB-BITUMINOUS COAL FIELD. 
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Number of Men Employed in the SUB-BITUMINOUS FIELD as at December 31, 1937: 
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Men employed above and below ground in the SUB-BITUMINOUS FIELD by 
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PER CAPITA PRODUCTION OF MINES IN THE PROVINCE 



PER CAPITA PRODUCTION OF MINES IN THE DOMESTIC COAL 
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PER CAPITA PRODUCTION OP MINES IN THE SUB-BITUMINOUS 



•See note on page 66. 


PER CAPITA PRODUCTION OF MINES IN THE BITUMINOUS 
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NOTE: The table showing the number of men employed In the Anthracite 
Coal Field includes employees at the briquetting plant. There has been no 
anthracite coal produced since 1923. 

During the year 1909, a strike, affecting all the larger mines In the Province, 
lasted for a period of three months. 

During the year 1911, a strike, affecting all the larger mines In the Province, 
lasted for a period of eight months. 

During the year 1917, a strike, affecting all the larger mines In the Province, 
lasted for a period of three months. 

During the year 1919, a strike, affecting all the larger mines In the Province, 
lasted for a period of three months. 

During the year 1922, a strike, affecting all the larger mines In the Province, 
lasted for a period of five months. 

During the year 1924, a strike, affecting all the larger mines In the Province, 
lasted for a period of six and one-half months. 

NOTE: 'Calculating the total per capita production for men employed un¬ 

derground, the tonnage mined from stripping pits was deducted and only the 
tonnage produced from mines was used. 

It will also be noted that the tonnage used In the above and following 
tables does not Include tonnage extracted under permit. 
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Amount of Mine Timber used during the year: 


DOMESTIC COAL FIELD 
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BITUMINOUS COAL FIELD 


Cascade _ 298,880 

Crowsnest - 2,893,415 

Mountain Park _ 962,812 

Notdegg _ 585,098 

Total_I 4,740,205 
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i i of Explosives used in pounds for blasting c 
DOMESTIC COAL FIELD_ 



SUB-BITU MINOUS COAL FIELD 


— 

Names of Explosives _ 

Total 

3 

g 

£ 

Monobel 

Monobel 
No. 6 

Polar 1 

Monobel 
No. 14 

35» Polar 
Forclte 

Coalspur _ 

Morley - 

Peklsko- 

Plncher _| 

Prairie Creek __ 

Saunders -- j 

i 4,070 
t 7,130 

29,128 

150 

372 

68,080 


- 

1,935 

2312 

45,050 

74,178 

2,307 

642 

74,962 

10,461 

162,700 

Total_ —| 

11,200 

98.172J 200 

8,078 

45,050 


BITUMINOUS COAL FIELD 


Areas 

Names of Explosives 

Total 

3 

t 

ill 

Polar 
Monobel 
No, 6 

Monobel 
No. 14 

i 


"‘40 

39,250 

22,605 

21,085 

5,000 

1.000 

85*377 

85 

40,335 

22,645 

106,162 

5,000 

174,142 

Crowsnest — - __ 

Mountain Park __ _ 

Nordegg-- - - 

Total - 

40 

87,940 

86,077 

85 
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Number of tons of coal produced per pound of Explosive used for 
blasting coal: 

DOMESTIC COAL FIELD 


ipion — 
heller _ 
mton 


539,096 

11,227 

4,569 


39,360 

14,615 

48,315 


Number ol 
pounds of 
explosive 


21.103 

4,975 

9,848 

187,128 


SUB-BITUMINOUS COAL FIELD 


Coalspur 


Peklsko _ 

Pincher _ 

Prairie Creek 


74,178 

2,307 


4.74 

5.13 


BITUMINOUS COAL FIELD 


2,414,003 


174,1 


S89S58SS3533S* 1 |§*S3 li 
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Estimated number of shots fired for blasting coal: 
DOMESTIC COAL FIELD 
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Number of miss-fire shots recorded in blasting coal in the Province: 
DOMESTIC COAL FIELD 




Cascade 

Crowsnest 
















Quantity of Explosives Used in pounds for blasting rock in Coal-mines in the Province: 
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TOOJ. 

600 

75 

15 

522 

11,250 

10^ 

950 

8,910 

37,595 

14,444 

1,402 

900 

3,245 

131,654 

300 

40 

108 

2,460 

950 

281^ 

25 

1 

Names of Explosives , 

3U--TX - 0 

ill!! I !|1 ; I iil I j I ; 

T 

3 

%09 

! ! ! ! rsgg i§ ill j i ! M i i i i ; 

I 

9%\0*0& 

mod 


| 



i | ii | j* m |§ s | i j; || rb \ 
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suiduims 

; is | ! j ! : is § ; : i is : j ; j ; is 
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n 'on 
iaqouoK 
mod 

S | ! !*° ! ! | ! § | ! : ! ; 1 ; I ! ! ! 
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Zl -ON 
laqouom 
| mod 

! ! ! i i ! i ! ! ! ! ! i i i ! i ! !E i" i ! 
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9 -ok 
| taqouopj 
i JBioa 
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i * -Oil 

iaqouoK 
| mod 

i | | | ! jg K ~§§ j§ | i° |§ | j |§ j | 

n*ii*d 

1 ! 1 1,111 1,1,1,11 

jT 


Ardley--- 

Brooks _ 

Camrose _ 

Cascade _ 

Champion _ 

Coalspur ____ 

Crowsnest _ 

Drumheller _ 

Edmonton _ __ 

Halcourt ..... 

Lethbridge ...__ 

Mountain Park ... 

Nordegg .... 

Pekisko __ 

Pembina _ 

Pincher _. _ _ 

Prairie Creek _^_ 

Saunders ... 

Sheemess _ 

Whitecourt _ 

T tal 
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Estimated number of shots fired for blasting rock in Coal-mines in the 
Province: 


Camrose _ 

Cascade - 

Champion _ 

Coalspur- 

Crowsnest - 

Drumheller_ 

Halcourt _ 

Lethbridge - 

Mountain Park 

Nordegg _ 

Peklsko __ 

Pembina _ 

Pincher 

Prairie Creek __ 

Saunders _ 

Sheerness _ 

Taber _ 

Whltecourt _ 

No Area _ 




Number of miss-fire shots recorded in blasting rock in Coal-mines 
in the Province: 


Champion - 

Crowsnest _ 

Drumheller _ 

Halcourt -- 

Mountain Park 
Saunders _ 


'44 


5 

39 

7 

7 

44 

2 


66 


111 
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ELECTRICITY 

The rules for the installation and use of electricity in or about mines 
require a return to be made to the Department on or about January 15th 
of each year, giving size, type and any other particulars which may be re¬ 
quired of electrical apparatus in use above and below ground. According 
to the returns received from the different mines, electricity was used in 80 
different mines in 1937. A summary of these returns regarding the horse¬ 
power of electrical apparatus in use is given below: 


Elec¬ 

tricity 


Total 

Horse- 


Coalspur 


Drumheller 


Bedcllfl „ 
Saunders _ 
Sheemesa 


1.206% 
13,086 1 
3,778% 


1,613% | 
1,896% 
1 , 200 % 


2,470 
5,363 . 

1,109% 


1,606% 

15,556 

9,141% 

1,865% 

7 

2,663 

3,411% 

1,280% 

102% 


COAL-CUTTING MACHINERY 


Tons of coal 


Ardley _ 

Big Valley _ 

Carbon _ 

Champion _ 

Coalspur _ 

Crowsnest _ 

Drumheller _ 

Edmonton _ 

Halcourt _ 

Glelchen _ 

Lethbridge _ 

Pakowkl _ 

Pembina _ 

Prairie Creek __ 

Bedcllff _ 

Saunders _ 

Taber _ 

Total_ 

•Compressed 


1,311 

3,809 

30,382 

2,500 

2,445 


2,003 

65,238 

309,513 

923 

15,489 

673 

3,184 
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Summary table showing Accidents occurring in Mines from 
1906 to 1937 inclusive: 


1,385,000 

1,834,745 

1,845,000 

2,174,329 

3,036,757 

1,694,564 

3,446,349 

4,306,346 

",821,739 


3,43' 


4,863,414 
6,148,620 
5,022,412 
6,908,— | 
5,937,1951 


7,147,250 

5,755,911 

4,563,309 

4,867,984 


5,462,973 

5,696,375 

5,551,682| 


Fatal Serious Slight 


>3,718,333! 


1 , 719 ! 


Fatal | Serious 


152,789| 

18,2861 

190,827 


238,7331 

282,721! 

170,7551 


101| 517,852| 


104,0871 

91,149 

78,442! 

102,4771 


99,718| 

97.148] 

91,2731 


103,5831 

83,419| 

60.8441 


[eluding thirty-one deaths caused by the Bellevue Explosion. 

icluding one hundred and eighty-nine deaths caused by the Hillcrest Ex 

icludlng sixteen deaths caused by the explosion at Lethbridge ColllerleB, 


Accidents during 1937, classified according to the Coal Field ii 
they occurred: 
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1 


8 

Over 

300,000 

tons 



Hi-! 

4 

12 

S 

ooo'ooz 

07 

000‘OST 



Prom 

100,000 

150,000 


a 

lii-i 



IS*Sl 

a 

8 

From 

5,000 

10,000 

tons 



IM! 



Ill 




Fatal. — — - 

Serious- 

Slight_ 

1 


III 1 

236,742 

137,447 

120,266 

s 

8 

X 

s 

§ 

8 

_ 240,532 

174,6261 80,1771 

104,776| 80,1771 

ill 

§ss 

T 

223,967 
53,325 
| 62,213 

8 

8 

164,102 

70,330 

82,051 

_ |T 

8' 

• 128,05l| 
42,687| 
64,025| 

1 

90,511 

30,170 

T 

a 

ill. 

“1“ 

ill 

1 

H 
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FATAL ACCIDENTS 

William Babby, driver, age 34 years, on January 13th, in the mine 
operated by the Rosedale Collieries Limited at Aerial near Rosedale, caused 
through his falling in front of a trip of loaded mine cars. He was driving 
a horse hauling a trip of loaded mine cars on the main entry, in the Star 
Mine, and slipped whilst endeavoring to hold back the trip, causing the 
first car to become derailed jamming him against a prop. Fractured pelvis, 
ruptured bowel also heart displaced from the effects of which he died 30 
hours later. 

John Swan, overman, age 70 years, on January 14th, in the mine 
operated by Klapstein and Opalinski at White Mud Creek near Edmonton 
caused through his falling off the skip in the shaft. He had been inspecting 
the workings prior to the shift commencing work, and was being hoisted 
to the surface riding on the skip. Apparently the guide wheel got out of 
track causing the skip to turn over throwing him to the shaft bottom. He 
was dead when recovered, death being caused through a broken neck. 

E. Canoot, miner, age 59 years, on January 20th, in the mine operated 
by the Jewel Collieries Limited at Wayne caused through a fall of coal and 
bone at the face of a room. He was loading coal at the face of 51 room, 
6 W. Entry when a piece of overhanging bone and coal fell from the face 
partially burying him. Fractured pelvis and left wrist also internal injuries 
from the effects of which he died about 16 hours later. 

Wasyla Dmytruk, driver, age 35 years, on January 26th, in the mine 
operated by the Empire Collieries Limited at East Coulee caused through 
his falling in front of a trip of loaded cars. He was driving a horse hauling 
a trip of loaded cars when his light went out and in trying to stop the cars 
tripped and fell under the first car. Left leg broken and internal injuries 
from the effects of which he died 4% hours later. 

Mike Betchuk, eager, age 22 years, on February 19th, in the mine 
operated by the Kelstar Coals Limited at Carbondale near Namao caused 
through his being struck by a loaded mine car. He was working in the 
sump at the shaft bottom, lower seam, having signalled to the hoisting 
man to this effect. The cage had been hoisted 10 feet above the bottom 
when a loaded mine car that had been brought to the shaft by a miner 
moved forward and dropped onto him in the sump. When found his head 
was under water, being held there by the car, and he was dead. Death 
being caused by drowning. 

Emil Checknito, miner, age 42 years, on February 20th, in the mine 
operated by the Kelstar Coals Limited at Carbondale near Namao, caused 
through an ignition of methane. He, along with other men, was working 
in the lower seam when an explosion of methane occurred from the elec¬ 
trically operated coal cutting machine. Checknito, who was at the shaft 
bottom, was thrown against a car causing a fractured skull and internal 
injuries from the effects of which he died in the hospital next day. The 
other men were burned and bruised. 

John Mansell, miner, age 59 years, on February 25th, in the mine 
operated by the Hillcrest Collieries Limited at Hillcrest, caused through 
a fall of rock at face of a room. He was working at the face of No. 15 
cross-pitch when a large piece of rock fell from the roof dropping on top 
of him. Fracture at base of skull also both bones of right leg fractured 
above the ankle, right arm severed at elbow and internal injuries causing 
instant death. 

Herman Loxley, miner, age 35 years, on March 4th, in the mine oper¬ 
ated by the McLeod River Hard Coal Company Limited at Mercoal, caused 
through a fall of rock and coal at the face* of a room. He, along with his 
partner, was working at the face of No. 9 room, No. 3 East Entry. He 
was shovelling coal into the chute when a piece of rock and roof coal fell 
striking him. Fractured jaw, ribs and right humerus, dislocated hip, cut 
face and punctured lung from the effects of which he died 3 hours later. 
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Alexander McLaren, miner, age 36 years, on March 13th, in the mine 
operated by the Canadian Dinant Coal Company Limited at Dinant, caused 
through a fall of rock in pillar workings. He had| gone to work in No. 17 
room when shortly after his arrival there the timbers broke causing a cave 
which buried him. He was dead when taken out, death being caused by 
suffocation. 

George Stocks (Grigori Stacevich), miner, age 46 years, on April 28th, 
in the mine operated by the Cadomin Coal Company Limited at Cadomin, 
caused through a fall of coal. He, along with his partner, was retimbering 
No. 5 Main Angle in No. 7 Panel, at a fault when a fall of coal occurred 
which buried him. He was dead when taken out, death being caused by 
suffocation. 

John Price, Sr., examiner, age 60 years, on May 20th, in the mine oper¬ 
ated by the Mountain Park Coals Limited at Mountain Park, caused through 
his being struck by a timber which slipped down a chute. He was walking 
on No. 1 East Entry, Kennedy Seam, when whilst passing No. 28 chute 
was struck on the head by a prop which had slipped down the chute from 
the face. Fractured skull resulting in death one hour later. 

Fred Golding, chute loader, age 20 years, on June 10th, in the mine 
operated by McGillivray Creek Coal and Coke Company Limited near 
Coleman, caused through his falling into a chute. He was loading coal into 
cars from No. 64 chute. He had gone up to start the coal running down 
the chute when, in some unknown manner, he fell into the chute and was 
buried by the coal. He was dead when taken out, death being caused by 
suffocation. 

Joseph H. Bosely, examiner, age 37 years, on July 2nd, at the mine 
operated by the Mohawk Bituminous Mines Limited near Bellevue, caused 
through a premature explosion of detonators. He had been firing shots in 
rock in the construction of a road on the surface to the new hoist house. 
It was the end of the shift and he was carrying an undetermined number 
of detonators which in some unknown manner exploded killing him in¬ 
stantly. 

Jacob Simla, miner, age 52 years, on July 21st, in the mine operated 
by the International Coal and Coke Company Limited at Coleman, caused 
through a fall of rock in pillar workings. He was digging a hole in the 
floor preparing to put up a prop when a large piece of rock fell from the 
roof onto his back. Back and chest injured also possible internal injuries. 
He was dead when taken from under the rock. 

B. Kanashiro, labourer, age 32 years, on July 29th, at the No. 8 Mine 
operated by the Lethbridge Collieries Limited near Lethbridge, caused 
through his being struck by a block which kicked out from in front of a 
car wheel. He was changing a R. R. car under the loading chute when 
the block, he was placing in front of the wheels, kicked out striking him 
in the abdomen and knocking him down. He suffered abdominal injuries 
and fractured skull from the effects of which he died on August 3rd, 1937. 

. John Gleghorn, miner, age 58 years, on September 17th, in the mine 
operated by the Wayne Coal Producers Association Limited at Wayne, 
caused through a fall of rock at the face of a room. He, along with, his 
partner, was working at the face of No. 13 room, No. 4 South Entry, 
taking down some small pieces of rock when a large piece of rock fell from 
the roof onto his head and shoulders knocking him down. Fractured skull 
and ribs with extensive abrasions to back and haemorrhage which caused 
death one hour later. 

Fred Anderson, miner, age 30 years, on November 5th, in the mine 
operated by the West Canadian Collieries Limited at Blairmore, caused 
through a fall of coal. He was shovelling coal in No. 12% Crosscut, No. 
43% Pillar, No. 3 Level when a fall of coal occurred burying him. He 
was dead when taken out death being caused by a fractured neck. 
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William Shershyn, miner, age 45 years, on November 17th, in the mine 
operated by the Foothills Collieries Limited at Foothills, caused through 
a fall of coal. He had drilled a shothole in a large piece of overhanging 
top coal and apparently was undermining when the coal fell onto him, 
knocking him down. Compound fracture left upper arm and right leg, also 
crushed chest and possible skull fracture. He died whilst being taken to 
the surface. 

Mike Hazuka, coke oven watchman, age 69 years, on November 21st, 
at the mine operated by the International Coal and Coke Company Limited 
at Coleman, caused through being struck by the coke oven lorry. He had 
gone up on top of the coke ovens and was looking for a hammer, sitting 
in the center of the track when the oven lorry came along knocking him 
down and passing over him. Compound fracture of both legs, the shock 
causing death about five hours later. 

Louis Giacomuzzi, miner, age 53 years, on December 3rd, in the mine 
operated by the Western Gem and Jewel Collieries Limited at Wayne, 
caused through a fall of rock. He was working at the face of No. 13 Room 
No. 3 West Entry apparently endeavoring to take down some cap rock 
when he slipped and fell under the rock which dropped on top of his head. 
Head crushed causing instant death. 

Accidents as they occurred by months during the year 1937: 


Months 

Above Ground I 

j Under Ground | 

Total Above 
and Under 
Ground 

Fatal 

2 

£ 

Slight 

H 

3 

& 

■ ! 

1 

Slight 

Total 

1 | | i j| i i | 

uJ 

) ' 
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Accidents occurring in the Province above and under ground during 
the year 1937: 



Accidents occurring in the Province above and under ground for the 
year 1937, classified according to the areas in which they occurred: 
DOMESTIC: 


*- 

Above Ground 

1 Under Ground 1 

3 

£ 

3 

3 

1 

1 

5 

3 

£ 

I 

I 

a 

1 

Arriloy 








1 

1 

2 

39 

23 

Camrose_ 





r ...... 

c“?°r n - 





— 


2 

2 

13 

8 

7 

Champion_ - 

Drumheller _ 


2 

1 

4 

2 

3 

21 

12 

2 

Edmonton - 

Lethbridge _ 

Pembina _ 

_i| 


Total-1 1 

a| s 

8 

»l 39 

34I 

82 


SUB-BITUMINOUS 


Coalspur _ 

Prairie Creek - 
Saunders _ 


BITUMINOUS 
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Miscellaneous, operating lathe, hand caught between belt and head 

stock . - . 

Miscellaneous, walking on manway, slipped and fell_ _ 

Miscellaneous. sliDPed and fell, twisttne ankle 

Miscellaneous, stepping from room to entry, slipped on rail 
Miscellaneous, bending pipe, slipped and fell, twisting ankle.- 

Total _ . 
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Number of Mines opened, abandoned, and re-opened according to Areas 
and Kind of Coal, during the year: 


Name and Address 
of District 


Ardley _ 

Big Valley _ 

Camrose _ 

Edmonton _ 

Tofleld _ 

Wetasklwin - 

Champion _ 

Lethbridge _ 

Magrath _ 

Milk River _ 

Pakowkl _ 

Redcllff _ 

Taber _ 

Coalspur _ 

Mountain Park 

Pembina —_ 

Prairie Creek _ 

Plncher _ 

Carbon - 

Cascade _ 

Drumheller 

(Wayne) _ 

Glelchen _ 

Morley - 

Nordegg _ 

Pekisko _ 

Saunders _ 

Drumheller _ 

Glelchen _ 

Sheerness _ 

Whltecourt _ 

Rochester _ 

Sexsmlth _ 


^Domestic 

8|Domestic 
15 Domestic . 
i 42 Domestic 


Sub-Bitumtnc 
Bituminous 
Domestic . 


ib-Bituminous 


Bituminous 


Bituminous 
Sub-Bitumino 
' Bitumlno 


_rose, Alberta. 

Telephone No. 72. 


, E. G. Hall, 
Lethbridge, Alberta. 
Telephone No. 3325. 


W. G. Heeley 


In addition to the above, Mr. James A. Richards, 11009 - 89 Avenue, Edmonton. 
Is acting in the capacity of General District Inspector of Mines, Telephone No. 32662. 
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BOARD OF EXAMINERS 

The Board during the year 1937 consisted of the following: 

As representing: 

(a) The Mine Inspectorate: 

Andrew A. Millar, Chief Inspector of Mines. 

(b) Managers: 

Robert Livingstone. 

(c) Working Miners: 

William Lammie, Evan Morgan. 

Secretary: James A. Richards. 

Examinations during the year were held as follows: 

For third class at the following centres: Drumheller, May 4, B, 6 and 7; 
Edmonton, May 4, 5, 6 and 7; Cadomin, May 4 and 5; Blairmore, May 4 
and 5; Lethbridge, May 4 and 5; Grande Prairie, May 6 and 7; Nordegg, 
May 21; Canmore, June 2. 

For first and second class on June 2, 3 and 4 at Blairmore, Drumheller, 
Edimonton, Canmore and Lethbridge. 

For mine surveyors’ on June 2, 3 and 4 at Blairmore, Edmonton and 
Drumheller. 

Thirteen candidates presented themselves for examination for first class 
certificates of whom four were successful. 

Nineteen candidates presented themselves for examination for second 
class certificates of whom seven were successful. In addition three can¬ 
didates presented themselves for supplementary examination of whom one 
was successful. This examination is in accordance with Rule 9b of the 
Rules Governing Examinations for second class certificates. 

Sixty-seven candidates presented themselves for examination for third 
class certificates of whom forty were successful. 

Five candidates presented themselves for examination for mine sur¬ 
veyors’ certificates of whom two were successful. 

The successful candidates are in the list following herewith: 

List of Names of Holders of First, Second and Third Class and Mine Sur¬ 
veyor’s Certificates, Issued by the Government of the Province 
of Alberta during the year 1937: 

FIRST CLASS 



1 

. 

Cert. 

Date of 

Name 

Address 

No. 

Issue 

Donaldson, Adam G. 

Shaughnessy . 

1 

14 

23- 8-37 

Morgan, Thomas E. 

Hillcrest 

15 

26- 8-37 

Rappell, Thomas 

Canmore 

1 17 

1- 9-37 

Worthington, Willard T. . 

Edmonton 

1 16 

1 

26- 8-37 
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SECOND CLASS 




Cert. 

Date of 

Name 

Address 

No. 

Issue 

Esteban, Melchor . 

Calgary . 

59 

23- 8-37 

Fox, Alfred A. 

Canmore 

63 

13-11-37 

Hill, Ernest . 

Coleman 

57 

23- 8-37 

Musgrove, Harry B. 

Canmore 

60 

23- 8-37 

McCutcheon, James A. 

Midlandvale 

58 

19- 8-37 

Samis, Earl L. 

Namao 

62 

30- 9-37 

Tyrer, Edward . 

Shaughnessy . 

61 

27- 8-37 


THIRD CLASS 



Atkinson, Charles W. 

Drumheller . 

249 

3- 6-37 

Anderson, Robert . 

Drumheller . 

258 

23- 6-37 

Batchelor, Frank . 

Lethbridge 

275 

10- 9-37 

Chapman, John W. 

Mountain Park . 

245 

31- 5-37 





Dunbar, Robert . 

Hinton Trail 

272 

16- 8-37 

Emblau, Archie A. 

Mountain Park . 

268 

13- 7-37 

Elliott, James . 

Drumheller . 

277 

26-10-37 

Gibney, Frank ... 

Grande Prairie . 

260 

23- 6-37 

Holliday, Thomas . 

Drumheller . 

247 

1- 6-37 

Hanna, Thomas . 

Mercoal 

269 

21- 7-37 

Jones, Wyndham . 

Coleman 

246 

1- 6-37 

James, Joseph .. 

Cadomin 

248 

3- 6-37 

Keith, Albert ... 

East Coulee 

250 

11- 6-37 

Keith, Roy . 

Willow Creek .l 

254 

11- 6-37 

Knight, William . 

Carbondale . 

261 

23- 6-37 

Kummer, William . 

High River 

263 

23- 6-37 

Lynass, John .. 

Delburne 

267 

13- 7-37 

Marshall, Robert . 

Leduc 

1 255 

11- 6-37 

Marshall, Charles H._ 

Leduc 

256 

11- 6-37 

Mitchell, Thomas 

Coleman 

[ 257 

23- 6-37 

Muir, George . 

Edmonton .i 

266 

13- 7-37 

Marsh, Walter W. 

Delburne 

279 

12-11-37 

MacDonald, George G. 

Beverly 

242 

14- 1-37 

McGregor, Alexander . 

Lethbridge 

271 

26- 7-37 

O’Brien, Anthony 

Gadsby 

244 

10- 3-37 

Roberts, Horace 

Drumheller 

251 

11- 6-37 

Rees, Daniel . 

East Coulee 

270 

24- 7-37 

Sinoski, Steve .. 

Edmonton 

252 

11- 6-37 

Sarsfield, William . 

East Coulee 

273 

27- 8-37 

Turner, William A... 

Halcourt 

262 

23- 6-37 

Tiberghiem, A. J. 

Coleman 

264 

23- 6-37 

Thompson, John W. _ 

Drumheller 

274 

1- 9-37 

Wright, S. P. T....... 

East Coulee 

243 
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